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St. Nicholas’ Church
Church Road, Barton-le-Clay

Rector: Revd. Andrew Johnson
Services:
Every Sunday
Every Wednesday

Family Communion 9.00 a.m. & 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion 11.00 a.m.

Barton Methodist Church
Sharpenhoe Road, Barton-le-Clay

Minister: Revd. Nigel Bibbings
Services:
1st and 3rd Sunday in the month

Holy Communion 10.30 a.m.

St. Faith’s Church, Hexton
Rector: Revd. Andrew Johnson
Services:
2nd and 4th Sunday in the month Holy Communion 9.15 a.m.

St. Margaret’s Church, Higham Gobion
Rector: Revd. Andrew Johnson
Services:
1st and 3rd Sunday in the month

Holy Communion 9.15 a.m.

Websites you may find of interest:
www.stnicholas-barton.org.uk
www.bartonleclay.co.uk

www.discoverbedfordshire.co.uk
www.tastesofbedfordshire.co.uk
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CONTRIBUTIONS for the next OUTLOOK
by 18th January 2021
All adverts to be A5 size or smaller
Dates for next Editions
Contributions

Printing

Collation

Distribution

Monday

Monday

Thursday

Friday

One-off adverts in Outlook for businesses are now available from £7 to £24
depending on size. .
Village groups’ event advertising remains free of charge.
OUTLOOK is published by the Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church for
the exchange of news and ideas. Opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or
policy of the PCC or the Editor.
The appearance of an advertisement in these pages does not constitute a
recommendation by OUTLOOK, the PCC or the Editor.
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From the Rector
Dear Friends,
Another year is almost over and the Seasons of Advent and Christmas are
upon us once more. Both seasons will however be different this year, due to
worship restrictions that have been placed upon us by COVID-19. At St.
Nicholas, our Carol Service, Nativity Service and Midnight Mass Communion
Service will be pre-recorded in the absence of a congregation and then
downloaded either from Facebook or from the church’s website. Christingle this
year will be by Zoom. The carol Services at St. Margaret’s and St. Faith’s have
been cancelled.

The only live services on Christmas Day at St. Nicholas will be the 9am
and 10.30am said Services of Holy Communion, where spaces are limited to 30
people at each service. If you want to attend either service you will also need to
book your seat with me in advance. Each worshipper will also need to sign in
and wear a face mask.
In our Advent readings, we hear again the Good News that a Saviour, is to
be born in Bethlehem, in Judea, the one through whom God’s rule on earth will
be established and humanity’s broken relationship with God, restored.
We hear too about the ministry of John the Baptist, who helps us prepare
for the Saviour’s coming through making us aware that we all need to change
our ways, repent of our wrong-doing and to seek God’s forgiveness. Only when
we have done that, can we receive the forgiveness that God offers us in the
Saviour he has sent us: His only Son, Jesus Christ.
Jesus’ way of enabling us to be forgiven had been predicted centuries
earlier. As God’s suffering servant, Isaiah had prophesised that Jesus would
“take our infirmities, carry our sorrows and be pierced for our transgressions and
be crushed for our iniquities” in order to bring us peace with our heavenly
Father. And that is exactly what happened at the end of his earthly life, when
Jesus died on the cross and then rose again from the dead.
So, as we celebrate our Saviour’s birth in the coming days, take time out
to reflect on what Jesus went on to do for all of humanity and what it cost him,
in order to achieve it, Such is his amazing love for you and for me!
Pray this year for our Doctors and Nurses, our NHS and all those who
have COVID-19, as well as for those who are developing vaccines against the
disease.
A Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all!
Stay safe,

Andrew
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December Service Calendar
St Nicholas
Please note that due to COVID19 restrictions there is no live Nativity Service,
Carol Service, Midnight Service or Christingle Service this year at St. Nicholas.
Christingle will be by Zoom. The other services will be pre-recorded and can be
downloaded from the church’s website. The Carol Service will be available on
December 20th to view. The others will be available on Christmas Eve. Seats at
the services of Holy Communion at St. Nicholas on Christmas Day will need to
be booked in advance with the Rector. Spaces are limited to 30 people at each
service.

Wednesday 2nd
11.00 am

Holy Communion

9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Sunday 6th 2nd of Advent

Wednesday 9th
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Sunday 13th 3rd of Advent and the Feast of St Nicholas
9.00 am
Holy Communion
10.30 am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 16th
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Sunday 20th 4th of Advent
9.00 am
Holy Communion
10.30 am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 23rd
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Friday 25th Christmas Day
9.00 am
Holy Communion
10.30 am
Holy Communion
Sunday 27th 1st of Christmas
10.30 am
Holy Communion
Sunday 29th Advent Sunday
9.00 am
Holy Communion
10.30 am
Holy Communion
Wednesday 30th
11.00 am
Holy Communion
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St Margaret’s
Sunday 6th
Sunday 20th

9.15 am
9.15 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

St Faith’s
Sunday 13th

9.15 am

Holy Communion

Christmas Day

9.15 am

Holy Communion

Registers
Baptism
On November 3rd Rylan-James Boswell

January Service Calendar
St Nicholas
Sunday 3rd Epiphany
9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

11.00 am
Sunday 10th The baptism of Jesus
9.00 am
10.30 am
Wednesday 12th
11.00 am
Sunday 17th Second of Epiphany
9.00 am
10.30 am
Wednesday 19th
11.00 am
Sunday 24th 3rd of Epiphany
9.00 am
10.30 am
Wednesday 26th
11.00 am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 5th

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
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Sunday 31st Candlemas
9.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

St Margaret’s
Sunday 1st
Sunday 15th

9.15 am
9.15 am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

St Faith’s
Sunday 22nd

9.15 am

Holy Communion

Roy writes
Our Father in Heaven can reveal Himself to us at the most unexpected times
and in the most unusual ways, and He sometimes reveals Himself to us to show us
that there are parts of our lives that need improving; parts that displease Him,
perhaps!
Some of you may remember, that, some time ago now, there was a
demonstration in church to show us how the lighting could be improved. Lights
were fitted high in the roof, and when they were turned on revealed parts of the roof
that are not often seen.
That which is not usually seen became suddenly visible. Cobwebs and dust
were revealed which would need to be got rid of, and it was while I was sitting
looking up at this marvellous roof that it came home to me that there were parts of
my life that were displeasing to God. Things lying hidden that I needed to
examine—to confess, to ask for His forgiveness—and to get rid of!!
Do you ever feel like that? Are there things in your life that you'd rather not
think about? Well, now would be as good a time as any to do something about
them—now—not far from the start of another year.
In verse 5 of the 21st chapter of the Book of Revelation there are these
words: "See, I am making all things new." And these words offer us hope not
anxiety. For the old order includes things that we might be glad to see the back of.
The new order includes the promise of a new heaven and a new earth, where God
will live at the heart of His people. Where evil of every kind will be excluded, and
the Lord will give the water of life to the thirsty.
This marvellous act of re-creation still lies in the future, but for those who
are Christians the process has already begun.
We are being made new all the time. As new people, we should not fear the
challenge that Covid-19 has brought. After all, it could be one step nearer that new
Jerusalem, couldn't it?
Read now those wonderful words from Revelation 21, verses 1 to 7.
—Roy Pinnock
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From the Editor
This cartoon captures how I imagine our
Rector, Church Wardens and the rest of the Vestry
team look every time the coronavirus regulations
change. I’ve witnessed first-hand how difficult it
is for them to keep up, and to make decisions at
short notice… sometimes just to change them days
later because of further instructions from
government or diocese. Spare a thought for the
amount of extra planning involved for them this
festive period, when we can’t “do what we did last
year” and change it a little, but instead must think
of all-new ways to continue the usual December
activities.
So as I write this, and as all our contributors
have written their content for this month’s Outlook, it is the end of November.
The second national lockdown is still in force. We will return to local tier
restrictions in a few days, but at a higher tier before. Will this be just for 2 more
weeks, or longer? Will the rules for the tiers change again? It’s anyone’s guess.
Which makes planning for Christmas events for everyone to be particularly
challenging.
Mum and I both have “a little book” with lists of who to send cards to, who
to buy gifts for and present ideas for each, who is buying which bits of the
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Christmas dinner and the inevitable who owes whom how much tally! This year,
much of this planning has been done over the phone. I had visions of having to carry
their plates of Christmas dinner round and leave them on their driveway, but
thankfully the 3 household bubbles should allow us to eat together after all. That’s
good as the turkey was ordered back as far as October from the farm at Redborne
Upper to feed 6!
Whatever we all end up doing, I wish you a Merry Christmas and I hope we
can all look forward to a Happier New Year.
Jenny

From the Methodist Minister
Dear Friends,
I am sure that we are all in need of a little encouragement and light in the
darkness of our present circumstances, as well as during these shortest days of the
year.
A national newspaper recently suggested that we should put up our lights
and decorations early this year, to cheer us and mark these days out as different.
There is surely, a strand that links Christmas and Easter. Both darkness and
light feature in the stories of Jesus’ birth and his resurrection. There is another link
also – both stories are surrounded by fears. The Christmas story may seem to tell
only of ‘glad tidings’ and ’good cheer’ but it begins with those who are afraid,
Mary when told that she is to bear God’s only Son, Joseph (“do not be afraid to
take Mary as your wife”) and the shepherds when they encounter the angels whilst
watching their sheep (whose message is “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing
you good news of great joy”).
The Easter story also, so often associated with the bright colours of fresh
spring flowers and the promise of new life, took place in a cemetery, when God’s
angelic messenger reassured the frightened women – “Do not be afraid; I know that
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has
been raised” (Matt 28 v 5-6).
We so often fear circumstances that confront us in our own lives and are
conditioned to react anxiously. In the scriptures, God does not speak about
removing fears or eliminating frightening situations. What he does promise
however is to be with us in those dark and difficult moments.
Nothing is more powerful than God’s love. There is no situation that God
cannot graciously turn around to bring new life. That is worth remembering and
holding onto in these dis-jointed and concerning days.
So put up and turn on those Christmas lights up and keep them up, shining
for all to see, for a while longer, this year and into 2021.
A Very Happy Christmas to You and Yours,
Nigel
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COVID-19 Saga Part 3
By Austin Field

IT WAS THE END OF JUNE AND THE BEGINNING
OF JULY 2020
There was yet another reduction in covid 19 cases and deaths, except in
Leicester and its immediate surrounds. So non-essential shops, pubs etc. had to
remain closed in that area. However, in all other parts of England pubs and
restaurants were permitted to open from Saturday providing the rules on social
distancing etc. were kept to. On Sunday we were again able to watch on TV the
Morning Service and join in Songs of Praise, and pray for deliverance from the
present covid situation.
But nature was unaware. River waters and meandering streams still flowed
towards the sea. The sun shone, some rain fell, the birds sang and the vegetables and
flowers in the garden were still growing well. In the wild the animals were mating,
hunting for food and feeding their young. Spiders continued to spin their webs in
order to trap food. In the fields Aaron’s Rod and Saxifrage could be found. A new
moon appeared on Sunday.

IT WAS THE SECOND WEEK OF JULY 2020
The number of covid 19 cases and deaths were still falling. However, in a few
places, due to an unusually high number of positive cases public houses had to close
their doors again. But hair salons and barbers have been allowed to re-open,
providing the safety rules are kept to. Once again Songs of Praise and the Sunday
Morning Service were uplifting in the current situation.
But nature was unaware. Animals in the wild such as, rabbits, squirrels, foxes,
badgers, otters and many others, plus all the water fowl, were still alive and breeding
as normal. In the garden; beetroots and other root crops were being harvested, along
with tomatoes, also cucumbers etc. in the greenhouse. The quite rare Corncockle and
Toadflax were to be seen in the meadows.

IT WAS THE THIRD WEEK OF JULY 2020
Deaths from and cases of covid 19 had again decreased. For the first time
since lockdown began, Church Services were permitted, thank The Lord, but no
wine allowed during the Communion Service. Worshipers were required to sign-in
so that the track and trace system could operate. Social distancing had to be
observed, with no singing. So it was good to join in Songs of Praise on TV. Two
households were allowed to meet and many outdoor activities could take place,
providing safety measures were followed.
But nature was unaware. The sun rose and set as normal. On Monday there
was a brilliant full moon. The flowers in the garden still bloomed, and some crops
such as lettuce and new potatoes were ready to harvest. Household pets were fed and
dogs taken for their daily walks as usual. Greenfly were prevalent on runner and
broad beans and also roses so a quick spray was required. Along the river banks
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mink and their kittens could be seen foraging for food.

IT WAS THE LAST WEEK OF JULY 2020
The number of covid 19 cases and deaths continued decreasing albeit more
slowly, except in a few areas, where the government had given the local councils the
go ahead to impose extra restrictions where it was considered necessary. In all other
areas restrictions were eased a little more, allowing some leisure facilities such as
swimming pools, gymnasiums and bowling alleys to re-open providing social
distancing was observed. Though, from the 24th July face covering were to be worn
inside all public buildings, shops and cafes except while sat down eating and
drinking, and on all public transport.
But nature was unaware. There was still a dawn chorus of birds. In the wild,
animals continued to suckle their young. In the garden the flowers were blooming
and cabbages, leeks, runner beans and potatoes were being harvested. In zoos
animals and all other creatures were still being cared for. A full moon could be seen
in a clear sky on Monday.

IT WAS THE END OF JULY 2020
Cases of covid 19 had increased in a few areas of England. So measures were
put into effect locally to help combat it, such as the closure of some leisure facilities.
Scotland, Wales and N. Ireland were still doing their own thing. Meanwhile, some
countries, mainly Spain and Luxemburg had a significant increase in cases.
Therefore, the government imposed a 14-day isolation period for anyone
returning from them.
But nature was unaware. The sun still rose in the morning and set in the
evening, but the days were getting shorter. A quite large number of wild flowers
were in bloom including, Wild Basil, Corn Cockle, Meadow Buttercups and Thrift.
Whilst in the garden, red and white currents and tomatoes, to name but a few, were
ready to harvest. Wild animals such as, badgers, stoats, weasels and others could be
seen searching for food.
To be continued.

SOME THOUGHTS FOR THE MONTH
The God who raises the sun each morning and lifts high the moon at night,
transports us through cycles of rising, falling and rising again. Though we may
stumble, He steadies us. Though we may doubt, He reassures us. Though we may
become weary, He revives us. For God is ever present.
A smart person always knows what to say. A wise person always knows when
not to say anything.
So be careful with your words. They can always be forgiven but are very
rarely forgotten.
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Faldo Farm, Faldo Road
Barton-Le-Clay
Office space, small workshops, storage
units plus individual Steel Shipping
Containers available for rent
Contact
Richard Beechener
07940 444084 or email
Faldo.farm@gmail.com
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Christmas Tree Festival 2020
The CTF planning group regret that it will be impossible to
hold the festival at the church this year because of the
lockdown, Covid restrictions and the need to stay safe and not
put people at risk. Different arrangements are being made to
enable people to enjoy the Christmas trees.
Those decorating trees will display them in their front windows
or gardens at home or in local shops the weekend of the
Festival. We think there will be about 30 trees. In addition,
other people, shops and businesses are invited to join in and
display their Christmas trees that weekend too.
Several people have asked how they can help this year,as we
won’t need the large group of helpers usually involved on the
door, stewarding, helping with refreshments or children’s
activities, and selling draw tickets.
These are ways you can help this year:
•
By donating seasonal gifts for the Christmas hampers for
the Grand Draw, which need to be given to Pauline or
delivered to the Rectory.
•
By buying Grand Draw tickets, or offering to sell them to
friends and neighbours.
•
By decorating your Christmas tree at home and
displaying it.
•
By talking to people about the festival so that they know
the very different arrangements this year.
•
By supporting the festival by walking the trail, or part of
it, on 5th and 6th December and encouraging others to join
in too.
This will all help to make it an enjoyable pre Christmas
community event, which will be greatly appreciated at this
difficult time.
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Saturday 5th & Sunday 6th December
11am – 6pm
Christmas tree trail, with trees displayed in
windows and gardens around the village
Prayer/Message tree will be the only tree in Church,
which will be open 2-3.30pm
Trail map available from 1st December
online at www.stnicholas-barton.org.uk
Paper copies available from 14 Bedford Road,
2 Manor Farm Close and 18 Windsor Road
Online Gallery of photos.


Grand Draw tickets on sale 1st – 18th December
at the Post Office,The Pudding Shop and
Purrfect Pet Supplies.
Draw Sunday 20th December
Donations online at stnicholas-barton.org.uk
or cash donations at St Nicholas when open.
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Puzzle corner

Answers on page 33
Across

1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live
in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark (Genesis
8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah
52:11) (8)
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
24

16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 Samuel
17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory

(Titus 3:2)

(9)

3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)

5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to Egypt
(Genesis 43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John
20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)

14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 Kings
5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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BTH SERVICES
Window Cleaning
Guttering Cleaning

Garden Maintenance
Phone BRIAN on
01582 523243
07961 946108
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Shillington and District Camera Club
A fascinating mix of competitions and photo lectures is
promised for members as the club enters 2021 in Zoom
mode.
Refusing to let Covid 19 take over, club officials have put
together a programme which it is hoped will keep interest
from waning over the next few months.
During January guest lecturers and some home grown talent will be on
the Zoom screens. On Monday 11th, Richard Burn will be judging the Open
PDI competition.
The following Monday it will be the turn of club member Keith
Knight, well known for his superb pictures of India, to present a Members
Night.
The month’s offering will finish on 25th January with an evening
entitled ‘Comfy Shoes and a Smile, a photo talk by Ian Boulton.
The February fun begins on the first of the month with ‘Colorado Full
Colour’ by club member Naomi Saul.
The following week, the Abstract Competition will be judged by
Barton-le-Clay man Colin Southgate, an evening which will no doubt be
punctuated by Colin’s usual humour and wit.
On the 15th February the East Midlands Audio Visual Group will be in
charge for a ‘Retrospective’ while the following Monday Nick Akers will be
judging the Open Mono PDI competition.
Meanwhile, during November, members enjoyed an evening of
Chasing the Light by Kieran Metcalf and on the 30th Andy Wilson judged
the Motion and Movements competition.
Please check the SDCC website www.shillingtoncc.org.uk for more
details about the club.
Paul Whiting

Puzzle corner solution
ACROSS: 1, Depend. 4, Canopy. 7, Beak. 8, Irritate. 9, Zedekiah. 13, Ate. 16, Job’s
comforter. 17, NAE. 19, Lang Syne. 24, Blockade. 25, Five. 26, Enigma. 27, Drench.
DOWN: 1, Debt. 2, Peaceable. 3, Drink. 4, Curia. 5, Nuts. 6, Put it. 10, Excel. 11, Is
man. 12, Hoofs. 13, Attention. 14, Ezra. 15, Ijon. 18, Aslan. 20, Abana. 21, Greed.
22, GCMG. 23, Leah.
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From The Rectory, St James the Least of All
The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in cheek letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’…
On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas
The Rectory, St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver
Cromwell abolished Christmas; no Christmas parties, no carol services, no cards to
send and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a hero.
Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By Easter,
the flowers for church have been carefully chosen to be colour coordinated, and the
seating plans and table decorations for the Christmas party have been allocated (with
nominated reserves in case someone should inconveniently die in the intervening
eight months). Long before Summer is over, the tree lights have been tested, music
for the 9 Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen and the service sheets printed.
Way before the dark nights set in, car parking attendants will have been found, those
who are to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to perfection, and the brass
lectern has had its annual polish.
We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a
service when time for something unexpected had to be allowed, its place would be
announced in the order of service, how long the unexpected thing would happen for
would have been decided by a committee, and who was to be spontaneous would
have been allocated on a rota.
But the one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed organisers
can control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk.
Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse 3
was to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on his toes
while the choir hovers on the point of a collective nervous breakdown. At the
Christmas supper, my introductory welcome speech and extensive grace make those
in the kitchen wonder if the vegetables being boiled should better be served as thick
soup.
I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and decorated
in the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn all the heating off
throughout the season, explaining that it will help the flowers to last. All Services
will start five minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so I can look disapprovingly
at those still coming in while we are singing the first carol and making it clear that I
think they had spent too long in the pub next door.
And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having
gone yet again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at the
chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit lives on.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
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