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St. Nicholas’ Church
Church Road, Barton-le-Clay

Rector: Revd. Andrew Johnson
The Rectory, 2 Manor Farm Close, Barton-le-Clay. MK45 4TB
Tel: 01582 881873 / rector@stnicholas-barton.org.uk

Services:
Every Sunday
Every Sunday
Every Wednesday

Holy Communion 8.00 a.m.
Family Communion 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion 11.00 a.m.

Barton Methodist Church
Sharpenhoe Road, Barton-le-Clay

Minister: Revd. Nigel Bibbings
46 Luton Rd, Toddington, Bedfordshire
Tel: 01525 872026 / revdnigel@gmail.com

St. Faith’s Church, Hexton
Rector: Revd. Andrew Johnson
Services:
st

rd

1 & 3 Sundays
2nd & 4th Sundays

Evensong 6.00 p.m.
Holy Communion 9.15 a.m.

St. Margaret’s Church, Higham Gobion
Rector: Revd. Andrew Johnson
Services:

1st & 3rd Sundays

Holy Communion 9.15 a.m.

Websites you may find of interest:
www.stnicholas-barton.org.uk
www.bartonleclay.co.uk

www.discoverbedfordshire.co.uk
www.tastesofbedfordshire.co.uk
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One-off adverts in Outlook for businesses are now available from £7 to £24
depending on size. Contact Liz Makin on 01582 655785.
Village groups’ event advertising remains free of charge.
OUTLOOK is published by the Parochial Church Council of St Nicholas Church for
the exchange of news and ideas. Opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or
policy of the PCC or the Editor.
The appearance of an advertisement in these pages does not constitute a
recommendation by OUTLOOK, the PCC or the Editor.
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From the Rector
Dear Friends,
In May, we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended
upon the First Disciples in an upper room in Jerusalem, after Jesus’ ascension back
into heaven, just as he had told them he would.
As the Holy Spirit falls upon the Disciples, they are filled with power from
on high to proclaim the Gospel, the Good News that Jesus had brought, of
fellowship with God and personal wrong doing forgiven through faith in him, to
those around them, in a variety of different languages that they had never spoken
before. Their lives are transformed in an instant. Instead of being shy and not
wanting to be seen in public, as they had been immediately after the Resurrection,
because they feared arrest and persecution if they were, they begin preaching to the
crowds, no longer concerned about the consequences of their actions.
The Holy Spirit is also able to fill us and change us too. If we let Him, He is
able to direct, challenge, empower and protect us. He fills us first of all at our
baptism and whenever we allow him to do so afterwards. He is also able to pray for
us when we are unable to do so ourselves and makes the words and deeds of Jesus
real to us, by reminding us of them, throughout our lives.
St. Paul urges us to keep on being filled by the Holy Spirit. He recognised
right from the outset that we each need the infilling of the Holy Spirit on a regular
basis, in order to succeed as Jesus’ disciples. Without the Holy Spirit’s guidance,
help or power, the Christian life would be impossible. It would be like going on a
journey in a car without any petrol in the tank, with the result that we would not be
able to go anywhere at all.
May God fill you with the Holy Spirit, today and always!
God bless.
Andrew

Diary Dates
St Nicholas, Barton-le-Clay
Sunday 2nd 5th Sunday of Easter
c8.00 am

Holy Communion

10.30 am

Holy Communion

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 5th
2.00 pm

Noah’s Ark Toddler Group
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Sunday 9th 6th Sunday of Easter
18.00 am

Holy Communion

10.30 am

Holy Communion

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 12th
2.00 pm

Noah’s Ark Toddler Group

Sunday 16th 7th Sunday of Epiphany
18.00 am

Holy Communion

10.30 am

Holy Communion

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Wednesday19th
2.00 pm

Noah’s Ark Toddler Group

Sunday 23rd Pentecost
18.00 am

Holy Communion

10.30 am

Holy Communion

11.00 am

Holy Communion

Wednesday 26th
2.00 pm

Noah’s Ark Toddler Group

Sunday 30th Trinity Sunday
18.00 am

Holy Communion

St Faith, Hexton
Sunday 9th

c9.15 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 23rd

c9.15 am

Holy Communion

St Margaret, Higham Gobion
Sunday 2nd

c9.15 am

Holy Communion

Sunday 16th

c9.15 am

Holy Communion
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St Nicholas Rotas
Coffee
2
9
16
23

Brass Cleaning
Ros & Roger Wood
Vacant
Helen & Arron Beckett
Vacant

Ann Coates

St Nicholas Church Registers
Funerals
William Dobson
Norma McIntosh
Geoff Brierley

Library news—Book of the Month
When you leave Ireland aged 22 to spend your parents'
money, it's called a gap year. When Ava leaves Ireland
aged 22 to make her own money, she's not sure what to
call it, but it involves:

•

A badly-paid job in Hong Kong, teaching English
grammar to rich children;

•

Julian, who likes to spend money on Ava and lets
her move into his guest room;

•

Edith, who Ava meets while Julian is out of town
and actually listens to her when she talks;

•

Money, love, cynicism, unspoken feelings and
unlikely connections. Exciting times ensue.
Our book of the month is Exciting Times, an intelligent
and witty debut novel from Irish writer Naoise Dolan. You can request a copy now,
for collection with Select and Collect. Not a member? You can join online here. Forgotten your PIN? Get it sent to you here.
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Roy writes
Matthew was sitting near the gate of Capernaum collecting taxes. Nobody
liked him. They considered he was a traitor to his own people, because the taxes he
was collecting were for the Romans. To the Jewish leaders Matthew was a dinner
unfit to mix with decent people, but the Son of God saw something more in him.
As Jesus passed by he looked with love and understanding and compassion
on this wretched tax collector and said, 'follow me.' Matthew did not wait to be
asked a second time. And so Matthew, the tax collector, became Matthew the
disciple, one of the twelve Apostles!
He was so overjoyed with what had happened to him, that he called together
other tax collectors so that they could have a feast.
The Pharisees noticed this and said to His disciples, 'Why is it that your
Master eats with tax-gatherers and sinners?'
Jesus heard them and said, 'It not the healthy that need a doctor, but the sick.
Go and learn what that means. I require mercy not sacrifice. I did not come to invite
virtuous people, but sinners!'
Notice how the Pharisees now thought badly of Jesus. If He mixed with
sinners, they thought, He could be no better Himself! Matthew made a note of this
and of many other things that Jesus said and did. Later, these were included in the
Gospel which now bears his name.

Matthew should always remind us of the man in whom the Lord Jesus could
see the good that others were g unable to see, or didn't want to see, maybe! Are we
guilty of the same thing?
Let us ask God to forgive us when we think too much of ourselves. When we
are ready to find fault with others without noticing our own failings. When we
perhaps look down on others because of what they are or do or live!.
It is in the offering of our life to Jesus that everything changes. It is in His
love for us, and our love for Him that we are enabled to see the good in others. God
will help us to see beyond that which shows on the surface to that inherent goodness
which lies beneath.....however hard that may sometimes seem to be!!

Roy Pinnock

Mea Culpa
A group of lads took a trip to France and decided to attend Mass in a small town,
even though none of them understood French. They managed to stand, kneel and sit
when the rest of the congregation did, so it wouldn't be obvious they were tourists.
At one point, the priest spoke and the man sitting next to them stood up, so they got
up, too. The entire congregation broke into hearty laughter. After the service they
approached the priest, who spoke English, and asked him what had been so funny.
The priest said he had announced a birth in the parish and had asked the father to
stand up.
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Message from the Leader of the Council
As the high streets and towns across Central Bedfordshire
start to reopen, I’m urging all residents to ‘shop local’ wherever
possible. The lockdown has had a massive impact on the local
economy. We now need to help local businesses to get back on
their feet.
During the lockdown many of us turned to local providers
who stepped into the breach to prevent shortages and to provide
home deliveries. Many of them quickly adapted to providing an online or
take-away service. This has given us a new insight into local businesses and how
they can innovate to support us.
I think the lockdown has helped us to not take local business for granted.
They have had to work against the odds to support and keep our community safe.
Now, we need to show them that we will nurture them as they try to rebuild.
I encourage everyone, wherever possible, to spend their hard-earned money
with local businesses, whether that’s for food, items for the home or a much-needed
and missed service such as having your hair cut. Without that support our
independent local businesses may not come through this and that would be a bad
thing for all of us, for our local economy and our jobs.
Whether you are visiting a local beautician or shopping, there is absolutely no
room for complacency. Every one of us must continue to play our part by taking
personal responsibility to follow the new golden rules: Hands. Face. Space. Fresh
Air, keeping up good habits such as washing your hands regularly, wearing a face
covering and giving others space are even more important as we move into this next
phase.
The next few weeks will be critical in setting the direction of the ‘new
normal’ and we can all play our part. It will be tough, but with vaccines offering a
light at the end of the tunnel, we all need to continue doing the right thing for a while
longer. We owe it to ourselves and to the NHS to keep going. Whatever your plans
for enjoying the easing of lockdown, please shop local and stay safe.
Yours sincerely,
Councillor Richard Wenham
Leader, Central Bedfordshire Council

Message from the Leader of the Council
If you are over 18 and don’t have symptoms of coronavirus you can now get
free rapid COVID-19 tests from your local community testing sites in Biggleswade,
Dunstable and Flitwick. Experienced staff will demonstrate how to do a high-quality
test at home and can give you a home test kit. A rapid test, also called a lateral flow
test (LFR), gives results in 30 minutes.
You can also use the Government’s new home ordering service, which allows
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you to order lateral flow tests online to be delivered to your home or collect tests
through participating local pharmacies.
If you have coronavirus symptoms you should not use this service but must
get a PCR test as soon as possible if you have any of these symptoms: a high
temperature; a new, continuous cough or a loss or change to sense of smell or taste.
Find out more at our website and www.NHS.UK/get-tested
Visit our local test centres
Flitwick Leisure Centre, Steppingley Road, Flitwick, Bedford,
Bedfordshire MK45 1TH. The testing centre at Flitwick is open 7 days a week,
from 8am to 7pm. Parking is available at the centre.

The Dunstable Centre, Court Drive, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU5 4JD.
The testing centre at Dunstable is open 7 days a week from 8am to 7pm. Parking is
available at the Grove Park car park, in front of Go Bowling, and will be free whilst
it is being used as a testing site.
Saxon Pool and Leisure Centre in Biggleswade, Saxon Drive,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 8SU. The test centre at Biggleswade will operate
on a Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday, from 8am to
7pm. Parking is available at the centre.

Barton-le-Clay W.I.
As our meetings are on the 2nd Tuesday in the month, we will not
meet in June, as that’s the date of the expected final stage of
unlocking. If all goes well...

The next meeting will be on
July 13th 2021

Speaker to be confirmed, but there will be one!
To contact us please telephone: 01582 881524
ALL OUR MEETINGS COMMENCE AT 7.30pm AND TAKE PLACE
IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Visitors and new members are welcome to join us in a relaxed
and friendly atmosphere.
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From the Editor
Did you spot it? The eagle-eyed among you may have noticed that the key
dates for Outlook listed on the first page include dates for printing and distribution
for the first time in over a year! That’s right, we sincerely hope that this will be the
last online only edition of Outlook. Details are being checked as I finish the May
edition, and as it’s already the 3rd May I didn’t want to wait to bring it to you any
longer. So it’s not a guarantee, but something we all very much hope to be able to
do. We also haven’t worked out yet what to do about the subscriptions, so please
don’t ask yet! But, if you’ve been enjoying Outlook online and weren’t a subscriber
in the past, or you live too far away from the village for our distribution team and
you’ve been liking getting the news again, please get in touch. I can pass your
details on to our distribution team, and it is possible for a small number to have
Outlook emailed to them in return for an online donation.
Its also been fabulous to start the “what’s on in Barton” page again. Some of
our groups are running online, many others are planning to get started again in May
or June, so it seemed the right time to put the page back in. Unfortunately I’ve not
had time or have contact details for everyone—so if you can help put me in touch, or
if there are other groups that you’d like to get listed, please let me know at
outlook@stnicholas-barton.org.uk
Apparently I don’t talk about Moose
enough, so I’ve been asked to give you a
little update on how our rescue shar pei is
getting on. Some of you may remember
that we fostered him in December 2019
and finally adopted him during the first
lockdown aged just over 1 year old. He
was a dog with issues, and he still is. But
we have come to love his little quirks and
we get along quite nicely now! His face
may look like he’s run into a brick wall and
his eyes and ears are very tiny but over
time we’ve come to be able to read him
better and the tiny movements of his ears can be quite expressive. This is him
recently, basking in the sunshine in the back garden.
Its been a pleasure to have him around since I’m working from home
permanently. We go for a walk together every day around lunchtime. If I’m a bit
late in a meeting, he brings me toys or stands in the doorway and “gruff”s at me. He
loves to play chase and hide and seek, so as soon as I acknowledge his presence, he
will run away. And then get cross when I can’t chase him because I’m plugged in to
the laptop on yet another call. The gruffing gets louder and sometimes he brings me
cushions or slippers instead of toys! His favourite game is when we can open the
side and back door, and run round in circles through the house and the garage. Or
from front to back of the house and up & down the stairs. We call this “zoomies”.
He’s a dog with a lot of energy, so thankfully this game wears him out quite nicely.
It wears us out too!
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And then its time for a cuddle.
Initially, he’ll squeeze into the tiniest
gap to get close to you. He sits on the
sofa between us, and comes up to
have a morning cuddle around 6ish in
the mornings. Here he is with my son
one evening. He then stretches out to
take up as much space as is doggily
possible. Often to the point where he
forgets where he is and falls off the
edge!
He’s become a good guard dog
too, although we have noticed that
when he is deep asleep it is possible
to creep up and surprise him!
You may remember that Moose has some health issues. Now that he is about
2 and a half years old, he’s filled out nicely, is covered in muscle and weighs in at
36Kg. He’s allergic to all sorts of things, food and environmental. We’ve reached a
good balance with diet control, grooming and a little medicine every day and now
he’s generally very healthy and can still get stuck into everything when he’s out and
about.
Out and about is one of the highlights of Moose’s day. He didn’t have much
experience outside the house when we got him, and had some serious behavioural
issues. He adores his walks though, and “snuffles” into everything along the
hedgerows and round the streets. As you might expect, given it’s size, this is a dog
driven by his nose, and he’s very good at following a scent.
We have put in a huge effort with training. He now walks very nicely beside
us on a short lead most of the time, and will run around on the extendible lead when
we’re outside the village. We don’t let him off, but we are starting to get some recall
control at last. So long as there’s not a more interesting smell to run off after! He’s
friendly with people, and loves to say hello and be admired. It is very pleasing to
hear people tell us how much they think he’s improved when we pass in the streets.
We really appreciate these little comments as we’re more often lost in the small
recent failures and its hard to see the long-term improvements. Moose still
sometimes gets spooked by cars, especially in the distance. But he uses his voice
less often in these situations now. The odd noise that caused him to be given his
name is something we now rarely hear. And he still strongly prefers to practice
extreme social distancing with other dogs—about the width of the street is good for
him. Many villagers now know us well, and we really appreciate those of you who
help to keep your dogs away from ours so we can all have a less stressful walk. He
can sometimes pass by without a look or a struggle so maybe, just maybe we’ll feel
brave enough one day to let him meet my parents border terrier, Toby. But not yet.
So if you see me around the village with him, give us a wave and say hello to
this cheeky chap.
Jenny
15

Covid Saga Part 7
By Austin field
IT WAS THE THIRD WEEK OF DECEMBER 2020
Covid 19 cases, at the beginning of the week, showed a slight rise in London,
the South-East and Essex, but had fallen elsewhere. Hospital admissions had also
risen in the same areas. Meanwhile the number of deaths in England remained about
the same. Cases later in the week increased in London, parts of Essex and parts of
Hertfordshire, and so all were raised to tier 3 on the 16 th. Covid 19 cases in the South
East and East of England also rose higher therefore; Berkshire, Bedfordshire,
Buckinghamshire, the remainder of Hertfordshire, East Sussex, Hastings, most of
surrey, Peterboro and Portsmouth were all moved up to tier 3. Bristol and North
Somerset went down from tier 3 to 2 and Hereford from 2 to 1, all at mid-night on
Friday. Wales had an increase, N. Ireland a reduction whilst Scotland stayed the
same.
Sunday was the feast day of St. Nicholas, who was born in Lycia, Turkey
around the fourth century. He was known for giving gifts to the children of poor
families at Christmas, hence the name Santa Claus. Morning Service took place in
the Church Hall, as the heating in there was correct.
But nature was unaware. It was still too wet to do a lot in the garden, though
some sprouts were picked ready for Christmas Day. Some nights there was a clear
sky, so that the full moon was visible on Monday. Occasionally on an early frosty
morning, beautiful spider’s webs could be seen. In the meadows a few Teasels were
still around, and along the verges some early Snowdrops. The odd wild animal may
be spotted foraging for food.
IT WAS CHRISTMAS WEEK 2020
There was a substantial increase in covid 19 cases, mainly in the East of
England, the South East and London. The government therefore decided on a fourth
tier covering; London, Hertfordshire, Kent, Bedfordshire, Berkshire,
Buckinghamshire, most of Essex, parts of Surrey, most of Sussex, Peterboro and the
Portsmouth area as from mid-night on Saturday.
Ferry crossings from Dover to Calais were banned by France because of the
increase of covid 19, which meant hundreds of lorries were stuck outside the port of
Dover. But on Wednesday an agreement was reached that drivers could cross
provided they showed a negative covid test.
On Christmas Eve the usual carols from Kings College Cambridge were on
TV. On Christmas Day it was good to watch on TV the Morning Service and sing
carols whilst we opened our presents. The holiday period brought out the best in
numbers of people who spread goodness and cheer by helping others less fortunate
than themselves.
Due to another rise in covid 19 cases, the following changes were brought
into effect from mid-night on Christmas Day moving up to tier 4 were; the rest of
Sussex, Oxfordshire, Suffolk, Norfolk, the rest of Essex, Cambridgeshire, more parts
of Surrey and Hampshire [excluding the New Forest]. Moved up to tier 3 were
Somerset, Gloucestershire, the Isle of Wight, Swindon, the New Forest,
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Northamptonshire and Cheshire. Moved up to tier 2 were Cornwall and
Herefordshire.
To add to some people’s problems, it rained very heavily, which caused
widespread flooding in parts of Bedfordshire and Northants as the rivers Ouse and
Nene both burst their banks, and lots of people were evacuated on Christmas Day.
Worldwide: Sydney was in lockdown because of a large increase in covid 19
cases. Also, Thailand recorded its highest number of cases so far. Bethlehem went
ahead with its celebrations despite an increase in cases of covid.
But nature was unaware. Due to the heavy rainfall there was not much could
be done in the garden. Some mornings it was rather misty. One of the few vegetables
still growing were sprouts and in the flower borders, Winter Pansies and some
varieties of Roses. A robin could be seen hopping around looking for food. Although
it was Christmas, those working in Zoos and Safari Parks, were very busy looking
after all the animals and other creatures in their care. Household pets, of course,
required feeding and dogs taking for walks.
IT WAS THE LAST WEEK OF THE YEAR 2020
Due to covid 19, cases, hospital admissions and deaths rising excessively, the
following areas were placed in tier 4 from mid-night on New Year’s Eve;
Birmingham area, Cheshire, Cumbria, Derbyshire, Dorset, Gloucestershire, Greater
Manchester, the remaining parts of Hampshire, Lancashire, North-East area,
Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Nottinghamshire, Somerset, Staffordshire, Tees
Valley & Warwickshire. The rest of the country were in tier 3, except The Isles of
Scilly still in tier 1.
The Prime Minister on TV appealed for people to think of others and behave
sensibly on New Year’s Eve. But in Scotland hundreds of people gathered in the
grounds of Edinburgh Castle to see in the New Year in defiance of the rules.
Covidiots held illegal parties in; Nottingham where police closed down three parties
and issued £10.000 in fines, and in Essex hundreds attended a party in a disused
church the police arrested some and issued fines. Also police in Leicester were called
to a party and dished out 6 £10.000 fines, and illegal parties were also held in Hull
and Cleethorpes. It’s no wonder covid cases keep rising.
Worldwide: South African covid 19 cases have risen to over 1 million. In
China a female journalist was arrested for writing adverse comments about the virus
in Wuhan. Israel had a big rise in cases and entered a 3 rd lockdown. In Australia,
Sydney announced that its borders were closed as from Wednesday due to a huge
rise in covid cases, because hordes of youngsters packed the beach on Christmas
Day.
But nature was unaware. The earth still rotated on its axis so that the sun and
moon rose and set as normal. The days were now getting a little longer. It was too
wet to do very much in the garden. Pets still required feeding etc. and dogs taking for
walks. Only a few wild flowers were to be seen such as Snowdrops. The odd robin
and blackbird were in the garden searching for insects. On Wednesday a full moon
was visible.
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Puzzle corner

Solution on page 37
Across

1 Sense of right and wrong (1 Corinthians 8:7) (10)
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7)
8 ‘All I have is — , and all you have is mine’ (John 17:10) (5)
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4)
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8)
13 Member of the Society of Friends (6)
15 At ague (anag.) (6)
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8)
20

18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4)
21 Twentieth-century poet and dramatist who wrote Murder in the Cathedral, T.S.
— (5)
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7)
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10)
Down
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5)
2 Central space in a church (4)
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and General Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance
1983–97, Clive — (6)
4 Moses killed one when he saw him beating a Hebrew labourer (Exodus 2:12) (8)
5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7)
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing hymns in a Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) (10)
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10)
12 Irish province in which Dublin is situated (8)
14 Same hit (anag.) (7)
16 ‘The Spirit of God was hovering over the — ’ (Genesis 1:2) (6)
19 Author of the immortal stories of Winnie the Pooh, A.A. — (5)
20 Cab (4)

Pilates with Niki
Where: St Nicholas' Church Hall, Barton-le-Clay (classes are currently online via
Zoom)
When: Every Tuesday, 9:30am - 10:30am
Sessions take place in monthly term blocks, to be booked in advance.
Small group sessions accommodate all participants in a friendly, fun and safe
environment. All sessions are easy to follow with guidance and support when it’s
needed. They include the Classical Mat Pilates exercises suitable for beginners
and mixed ability clients. Each group session will have limited numbers to ensure
participant health & safety.
Please contact Niki to book your space, email: niki@pilateswithniki.com
Visit: www.pilateswithniki.com
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Shillington and District Camera Club
THE club has a new chairman and changes in the top team
following its annual general meeting on Monday, 26 April.
Keith Knight, acknowledged as one of the finest
photographers in the club, was voted in as the new chairman.
During the Zoom annual meeting John Henrich was voted to
continue as general secretary, a post he has held for many
years.

and Christian Taylor.

The new treasurer is Cindy Lea and the programme for
2021/22 will be drawn up by the newly voted in Ron Knight

The club competitions will be looked after by competition secretary Babs
Arnold and the five members of the committee are Chris Radcliffe, Sue Whittaker,
Jose’ Currant, Malcolm Lea and Christine Heycock.
During the online meeting tributes were paid to outgoing chairwoman Shirley
Hollis who has played a major part in organising the Zoom meetings of the club
during the lockdown.
Annual awards were also made during the meeting. Competitions were
restricted to PDIs, projected digital images, with no print trophies this year.
The winners are:
Landscape trophy, Andy Cole.
Grace Memorial Trophy for most improved member: Dave Ford.
PDI Trophy: Shirley Hollis.
Bedfordshire Invitation Competition - Best Shillington Images: Babs Arnold
and Shirley Hollis.
St Ives Interprint Competition - Blue Ribbon Award: Shirley Hollis.
The club has now finished its main programme for the year but please keep
an eye on the club website for future events and plans. www.shillingtoncc.org
Paul Whiting

Beware of the dog
Be careful if you are looking to buy a puppy. Make sure you know where it really
came from. A spokesman for the RSPCA warns of a spike in the number illicit
dog breeders and dealers who are conning the public.
The number of dogs imported from the EU increased by 52% from 2019 to
2020 until last year it stood at over 60,0000. More than half of these puppies
came from Romania and were brought in by criminal gangs. Dogs that were
worth £50 in Romania have been sold for 10 times that amount in the UK,
according to the Animal and Plant Health Agency.
22
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To advertise in this magazine
please contact

Liz Makin
01582 655785
or Email:
liz.makin@ntlworld.com

Could an open-plan house damage your marriage?
Think twice before you knock down internal walls in your house and move over to
open-plan living. If you are married, it does not lead to happiness.
So says Sarah Beeney, the TV property presenter. She points out that open-plan
living means that “you cannot shut a door” after rowing with your partner.
The star, who is married with four children, admits she has no plans to knock down
walls in their new house. Speaking recently to Prima magazine, she said that people
are too often “fooled into thinking that open-plan living is the solution to happiness.”
She went on: “I’m not convinced that taking down every wall and living in an
aircraft hangar is actually that great. Sometimes it’s nice to not have to see the
other’s face or hear them.”
24
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Chiropodist
Graeme Harley
M.S.S.Ch. M.B.Ch.A.
H.P.C. Registered

Mobile Surgery

15 New Street, Shefford

Faldo Farm,
Faldo Road
Barton-Le-Clay
Office space, small
workshops, storage
units plus individual
Steel Shipping
Containers available
for rent
Contact
Richard Beechener
07590 444084 / 01582
881577 or email
faldo.farm@gmail.com
26

St James the Least of All
On the perils of holding a Rose Queen celebration
The Rectory
St James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren
On reflection, inviting your parishioners to join in our
annual Rose Queen celebrations may not have been
entirely wise. It was cheering to see that your people
arrived on carnival floats, although it was less happy that some of them should have
chosen to dress up as coronavirus bugs, full of those nasty spike proteins – that
startled some of the timid residents in our community.
Once the procession started, your drivers did not seem to have grasped the fact that
the vehicles were expected to tour the village slowly, for the benefit of spectators,
instead of treating it as a competitive race. I noticed that numbers on your floats
gradually diminished as they were flung off while careering round corners. Those
who had a walk of several miles back home while dressed as pirates and ballerinas
had my sympathy. Our tea ladies, however, were less sympathetic when one of your
hay bales was spun off on a tight corner and went through our Women’s Guild like a
row of skittles.
The local police normally use the afternoon to do a little gentle point duty while
drinking gallons of sweet tea; this year, the number of tickets issued for speeding,
and not social distancing, should boost our constabulary’s figures for the next 12
months.
I must concede that the group who decided to make a papier mache swan for one of
your floats showed great imagination. It was such a pity that they did not know a
15-foot-high swan would be driven under a 12-foot bridge. The drama of its
emergence, headless, was only exceeded by the following float which appeared to
have a group of Brownies being savaged by a demented, bodiless, vulture.
I am sure that some of your people’s offers to help this year’s Princesses campaign
for election for Rose Queen next year were well-meant. However, I don’t think our
parish really wants a full-blown social media campaign for next year’s Rose Queen,
and so we will have to decline your offer.
The crowning of the Rose Queen is always a high point to the afternoon, but could I
point out that the ‘gold’ crown is only metal foil, and the ‘diamond’ sceptre is only a
piece of glass? So, whoever it was in your crowd who walked off with them, please
may we have them back before next year?
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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Our wildlife friendly church garden
We are lucky to have Barton Hills Nature Reserve on our
doorstep and being next door, our Church Garden helps to
extend this wildlife friendly habitat. When you walk through
the gate you find a peaceful haven for people and for a wide
variety of wildlife.

The garden is managed to provide
different habitats. Large piles of logs
and sticks in shady areas provide food
and hiding places. A rotting tree stump
makes a good home for insects.

Earlier in the year the garden was
full of spring flowers. Aconites,
snowdrops and hellebores provided
nectar for hungry insects.
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I wonder which creature has burrowed
it’s way into this earthy bank? The ivy
covered log behind is a good source of
food and a place to live.

Beyond the fence the
spring fed stream is a
source of drinking water for thirsty creatures
and the trees and undergrowth provide
food and shelter.

Gill Merrick
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Caring for Creation
During Lent a group of us have been following ‘Caring for creation’, this
year’s York Course, using Zoom. Among the subjects the course covered were
global warming and climate change and our human response in faith, hope and
love.
Genesis 1:26 says that humankind has ‘dominion’ over all living things,
which suggests domination and even exploitation. Another translation says that we
should have ‘responsibility’, suggesting a more caring attitude for what God has
given us. Are we guilty of exploitation and not caring enough?
Global warming is mainly due to the burning of fossil fuels such as coal, oil
and gas. We have exploited the use of these fuels, mainly since the beginning of
the Industrial Revolution. We need now to make better use of renewable energy
such as the sun, wind and wave power.
Farming methods have changed drastically since the Second World War.
James Rebanks in his book ‘English Pastoral’ describes how the use of chemical
fertilizers and insecticides have degraded the land, destroyed insects and the food
chain that depend on them, and polluted rivers. Feeding an expanding world
population sustainably is a huge challenge. Deforestation, particularly in the
Amazon, means less carbon is absorbed from the atmosphere.
Most of us have gas central heating, many of us drive petrol or diesel cars
and fly off on holidays. These seem quite normal – we expect to be able to do
them. We turn a blind eye to the damage they are doing in terms of global
warming. Scientists have found that Greenland’s ice sheet is melting faster than
expected. There is a real danger that sea levels could rise by almost five feet
causing massive problems for populations around the world that live at sea level.
We need to come out of denial and face the crisis.
David Attenborough’s book ‘A life on our planet’, published in 2020,
relates to many of these issues, going right back in time to when humans were
hunter gatherers and nature and humanity were in balance. He has researched how
we got into the present situation with the passage of time. But it is not all doom
and gloom because he describes in detail what we need to do to get out of this
mess. Acting without delay is crucial.

The course is excellent at provoking discussion on the many things that we
can all do to help. These words of hope are taken from the course booklet: ‘God is
the Creator who has given us this planet Earth; his Spirit opens our eyes to reality,
to see this marvellous world with its changing seasons and to see the miracle of
new life and growth, as well as seeing the ways we are messing it up. But we have
been given God-like powers. We can and must act before it’s too late. Jesus
challenges us to change, to renounce our selfish, self-centred ways, to love our
neighbour, and care for all creation. God is with us; the Holy Spirit saves us from
despair, giving us inner strength for living in true Christian hope.’
When the course had finished, the group had an extra meeting to decide
how we might move forward. Many ideas were discussed and here are just a few
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of them. We could contact our MP to find out details of government policies on
environment issues. There is enthusiasm to run a ‘Churches count on nature’ in the
churchyard in early June and a climate themed service on Climate Sunday in
September. There is support for the litter picking around the village initiated by a
member of the congregation.
We are also considering whether to run the course again if more people would
like to do it. York courses are very well structured, informative and thought
provoking, with a booklet and CD providing information for the five sessions held
either on Zoom or, Covid regulations allowing, meeting socially distanced. Please let
us know if you are interested in taking part by contacting Sue Bussereau or Jane Fox
Jonathan Fox

Author unknown
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Barton-le-Clay Scouts
Well its great to be back after 56 long weeks off from face-to-face Scout
meetings. Although we have still run all the way through lockdown the Zoom
meetings are not the same as good old meet up with a fire and s’mores.
Through lockdown the Scouts have done quizzes scout-based and general
knowledge so hopefully all our young people went back to school after most of
last year at home with loads more information in their heads than they started with.
We have done prize bingo, cooked scones, cooked pizza all from scratch, we did
an international event, made deckchairs (some even big enough to sit on) we made
poppies for armistice day and Jason & Andrea went to the war memorial on
remembrance day to pay their respects on behalf of the group for our fallen service
people. We have done a baby photo quiz which was fun…. oh how much some of
the scouts have changed. We have camped in our gardens, we did a virtual escape
room, we have played “Among Us” we made yule logs at Christmas, and paracord
candy canes just to name but a few things but most of all we were still meeting and
together even if it was just virtually.
However this week we met face to face for the first time in over a year and
I must say it was great to be back. We had a great turn out for our first meeting
with 43 scouts (10-14 year olds) 2 explorers (14 -18 year olds) and 6 leaders with
help from 7 parents too. We split the troop into 2 groups and they headed in
opposite directions for our scavenger hunt. We had written questions that the
scouts needed to answer to find where in the village the letter was then they
needed to find it and once they had all the letters they just need to unscramble
them for the saying. Some questions stumped the scouts and the leaders that were
with them….so we did help them a bit. Once they had found them all they headed
back to Unity Hall for hotdogs and s’mores (for those that don’t know what these
are they are a melted marshmallow, cooked over the fire that we had going
sandwiched between 2 chocolate biscuits. Yummy!!) We are glad to be back and I
think that this was the same for the scouts and although at the moment we are not
aware if we will be able to go on camp, but being face to face is a great start. Oh
the saying was “Good to be back” if you happened to see any of our letters in
windows or on signs or trees and we thank both the Co-op and Barton Fish and
Chip shop for displaying a letter for us.

If you would think that you may have something to offer as a helper or as a
leader for any section within Scouting (no experience necessary) please feel free to
email us, or if you have a young person that you would like to look at joining us
please feel free to contact us too, although I am in the Scout section I can add them
to the waiting list where the leader will contact once a place becomes available.
Our email is Barton.scouts@outlook.com find us at https://
bartonscouts.wixsite.com/home or on facebook https://facebook.com/
bartonscouts/
The sections are: Beavers (6-8 year olds) Cubs (8-10 year olds) Scouts (1014 year olds) Explorers (14-18 Year olds)

Happy Scouting, Andrea
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BTH SERVICES
Window Cleaning
Guttering Cleaning
Garden Maintenance
Phone BRIAN on
01582 523243
07961 946108
33

34

35

36

Puzzle corner—solution
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What’s on in Barton
Mondays


Shillington & District Camera Club 8.00pm on Zoom. See
https://www.shillingtoncc.org.uk/ to book

Tuesdays






Pilates with Niki 9.30 to 10.30am at the Church Hall. Currently by Zoom.
Contact niki@pilateswithniki.com
Brownies for girls age 7.10 at Unity Hall. Contact
sarahchannon@outlook.com or to add your daughter to the waiting list
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-yourdaughter/
Latin-in-Line Dancing 6.45pm - 7.45pm at St. Nicholas' Church Hall,
Contact: Jo Marshall - 01582 526334 / 07763 938898
Ballroom and Latin American Dancing 8.00pm - 9.00pm at St. Nicholas'
Church Hall. Contact: Jo Marshall 01582 526334 / 07763 938898



Wednesdays





Noah’s Ark 2-3pm in the Church Garden
Pilates 10am in Unity hall (currently by Zoom) contact Charlotte on
07801367967 personallypilates@icloud.com
Barton Players 8pm in Barton Village Hall. Contact: Rachael Bowie on
01582 881088 rachael_l_bowie@hotmail.com

Thursdays




Lindy Lous (6 months to 5 yrs) at Barton Methodist Church. Contact Lynne
MacLaughlan 07776 158923, lindylousadmin@virginmedia.com,
www.lindylous.co.uk
1st Barton Guides and Rangers 7.30-9pm Unity hall
Contact Marilyn Nightingale barton.guides1@virginmedia.com
Pilates 9.30 and 10.45am St Nicholas Church Hall (currently by Zoom)
contact Charlotte on 07801367967 personallypilates@icloud.com

Fridays



Lindy Lous (6 months to 5 yrs) at Barton Methodist Church. Contact Lynne
MacLaughlan 07776 158923, lindylousadmin@virginmedia.com,
www.lindylous.co.uk
1st Barton brownies 5-6.30pm Unity hall hgebler@icloud.com



St Nicholas Church Services—see main page

Sundays
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Not running right now but watch this space!
 Mondays Barton Community Choir 7.30-9pm at Ramsey Lower School Roger
Dear at bartoncommunitychoir@gmail.com
 Bible Study Group David Pilcher on 01582 883842
 Gale Court Simply Worship David Pilcher on 01582 883842
 Hexton Farmers Market
 Carpet bowls Fridays, 7.30pm at the Village Hall. Contact: Neil 01582
881482, 0793 072262 or n.rixon@aol.co.uk Aiming to restart in September
 Barton-le-Clay Bowling Club. April to September Contact 07516 100544 or
visit www.bartonleclaybowls.club
 WI 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Village Hall starting in July

Trying to contact—please get in touch if you can provide details!
St Johns Ambulance
 Wednesday Club for those 50+
 Barton Badminton Club
 Bright Hour at the Methodist church
 Barton Conservation Group walks
 Village Hall Indoor table top sales: 2nd Saturday.
 History Society last Saturday at 10.30am - 12.30pmin the Library

If you would like the details of your group, club or association added to
these pages - please contact the editor.

A few thoughts
We draw people to the Lord Jesus, not by loudly disclaiming what they
believe, or by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by telling
them about a light that is so beautiful and bright, that they will want to seek out its
source for themselves.
I once asked a very wise man.
“Tell me Sir, in what field can I best make a great career?”
He smiled at me and answered.
“Be a good person, there is a huge opportunity in this area and very little
competition”.
If you know in your heart, and believe in your soul that God has seen you
through another week and it is Sunday once more, then say a prayer of thanks to
Him.
AUSTIN
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BARTON VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity number 308187

Spacious hall, with own parking,

Available to hire for:
PARTIES * WEDDINGS * BIRTHDAYS
FUNCTIONS * SHOWS & QUIZZES
AND MUCH MUCH MORE………
For further information, availability and hiring
charges

Contact Maureen on 01582 882629
WHY NOT BECOME OUR FRIEND ON FACEBOOK –
BARTON HALL

Barton Village Hall, Hexton Road, MK45 4JY
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